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UM SYMPOSIUM SPOTLIGHTS UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH 
MISSOULA—
Some of The University of Montana’s best student thinkers starred in a campus 
symposium April 28 designed to recognize the importance of undergraduate research in higher 
education.
The symposium, sponsored by UM’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi honor society, featured 
six research presentations and four honorable mention poster displays. The presenters of each 
paper won a $100 honorarium, provided by UM’s Office of Research and Sponsored 
Programs. The papers will be published as “The Proceedings of the Second Annual Phi Kappa 
Phi Undergraduate Research Symposium, 1998.”
A seven-member panel of professors, graduate students and undergraduates read and 
judged the symposium submissions based on criteria such as creativity, significance, 
contribution to the discipline, appropriateness of research methodology, and readability and 
organization of the manuscript.
Here are the student presenters and their paper titles:
■ John Edgar, a senior in microbiology from Athens, Tenn., “Apoptosis in C3H- 
10T1/2."
■ Kari Moe of Martinsdale, a senior in classics, “Bull Grappling.”
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■ Stephanie Nadasi, a senior in biology from Missoula, “Nighttime Freezing in 
Plants.”
■ Jody Parrott of Corvallis, a senior in social work, “Effects of Incarceration.”
■ Jennifer Peterson, a sophomore in business administration from Libby, “Hunger in 
Missoula.”
One group project also made the roster:
■ “The Plight of Bull Trout” was presented by Jill Davis, a freshman in computer 
science from Poison; Rory O'Connor, a freshman in business administration from Wolf Point; 
Holly A. Smith, a freshman in history from Missoula; and Peter Steinberg, a sophomore in 
general education from White Sulphur Springs.
Invited poster displays were “Bioacoustics of Crickets” by Alex Rodriguez, a senior in 
biology from Missoula; “RNA from E. coli” by Scott Hennelly, a senior in chemistry from 
Missoula, Cephalus Statements by Michael Dyll of Helena, a senior in classics and 
English; and “Mount Ida” by Connie Constan of Great Falls, a senior in anthropology.
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